
Jul. 3. 2O24_1~;44PM_____________
[~MMoNwEALTw OF P~NNSYLVANIA
COUNfl’OF: MERCER

POLICE c,!~2Mic&JpLAINT
COMMONWeALTH Ofl9t~WY€~At~iA

vs. ‘tZ~..

(Name ofAttorney for Commonwealth - Please Print orType) (Signature ofAltàrnëy (orcommonweatlb)

of PENNSYL\’ANIA STATE POLICE. TROOP fl MSRCER

70512U00422
(PSHMPOETC-Asslgnad Aftiant ID Number& Badge/f)

tidenfii~ Department orAQenoy Represented and Political Subdivision)

do hereby state: (check appropriate box)
laccuse the above named defendantwhc~ives at the address set forth above

LI I acbuse the defetidantwhose namei~ unknown to me butwho js.doscrjbed as

Q I accuse the defehdantwhose name and popular dosignation or nicknameis unknown to me-and whom have therefore dàsignaled
as John Doe or Jane Doe. -

with violating the penal laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania at:
(Subdivision Code) ON W P1)00 ST NEAR TO SR 62. SHARON CtW

(Plac&Pclitlcal Subdivision)

_______ on or about a6fl312024 ATAI’PROX. 03:20 HPS - 0e12312024 AT APPROX. 04!OO FIRS

Magisiorial ~lsLiIctNumbor 35-2-01 DEFENDANT: (t~AM~ and.AVPReS$) 4’/fr •‘~‘t€~
MW-Hon. Mnma~ a,rut~u.~ ?~ . DASHAWN DALE DEPRES WATKINS 4/’

fiMMvlie . 6llcMewopie- . Last Nan1s
Addle,,: 1217 FlAIL AVE 335 STERLiNG AVE,APTAIII

SHARON, PA 16146 SHARON. PA 16145
‘rotaphona: (724) 3464641 (724) 871-2162

~ ::-. :; .;t& :.-:. .v~ ‘~&.•~~‘:.•“, ~ N~lQ.E*Wfl~n. Code Ty~ .; ~ -:
NCIC Extradition CodeType I - FELONY FULL Distance.

, DE~ENQANT IDENTIFiCATION tNFORTVIATION
ÔocI~et Nujjiber iDate Filed OTN/Ltve,Scan Number Complaint Number Incident Number Request Lab Services
C~’-33t — ~ ‘1 07/03/2024 F10058834 D39E9XB313 PA 2024-a35276 YES

Gender Date. 61 Birth P08 Md’! DUB Ca-Defendant?
M 1110911994 PA-USA - NO

DofondantAtso KnownAs Defendant’s First Name Middle Name LastName J Suffix
Race . Ethnicity
BLACX-B NOTO?HISPANICORIGIN-N

TThir Color Cve Coior
BLACK - ELK CROWN - BRU
I3NA DNA Location Weight
No .. 26GLBS
FbI Number I MNU Number

yIN Yé~r Make

Height
6’ 0014

Model

[
Office of the Attorney of the Commonwealth LI Approved Q Disapproved because:

(The nitomey for ha Carnmonwaallh ma~’mquire that the complaint. arreatwarrdnt affidavit, orboth be approved by (ha attorney for the-Commonwealth priorto
tiling. Fa.R.Crlrn.P,507.)

I, TPR. TYtER CRAIG
~amo o(Atflant—PieasepiintorType)

(Dale)

PAP$P5100
(Police A9cncy ORI Number)

in MERGER County 4~
(County Coda) (Offense Dale)
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I Dale Filed I QTN/L lye Scan Number I Complaint Number II~ q J 0710312024 I P10060034 I D39~9XB3j3 I PA’YO~45p5276

( ~irst I Middle I Lest
~ bofendant Name I DASHAWN DALE D~PREE WATKINS
The acts committed by the accused are described belowwith each Act of Assembly or statute allegedly violated, If appropriate. ~Qkce)/fj~re is
more than one oronsa, each otrense should be numbered chronoIc~ically

(~st forth a brief summaryof the facts sufficient to advise Iho defendantof the nature ci the offense(s) charged. A citation to the statuie(d~”
allegedly violated, without more, is ndt sufficient in a summary case, you must cite the specific section(s) and subsection(s) of the statute(s)
or ordinance(s) allegedly ~ioiated.

Ads o(the accused associated with ihis Offense: - -- _____________________________________________________
IN THAT, on or about said date, THE DEFENDANT did commit murder of the first degree by an Intentional killing; To WIT, ThE
DEFENDANT did plan to and then subsequently kill the Victim, iñvlolation of Sectlontf0t.

Jul. 3.2024 12:45PM

41 No.6982 P. ~PhINT
POLICE CRIMINAL CON!

Slalzite uescnpiion Qncluda the name of statute or ordinance):
MURDER OF THE FIRST DEGREE

lute Description (include the name ci statute or ordinance):
AGGRM’ATEDASSAUL.T- ATTEMPTS TQ CAUSE SBi DR GAUSLS INJURY WITI-! EXTREME INDlFF~RENGE
Acts bi the accused associated wiIh this Offen5e;
IN THAT, on or-about said date, THE DEFENDANT did attempt to cause or did intenllonaiiy~ knowingly or recklessly cause serious
bodily TnJury to the victim under circumstances manifesting extreme Indifference to the value of human Ilfe,that is to s~y THE
DEFENDANT dld.cause injuries which resulted in death to the victim, in vIolation of Section 2702(a)(1) of the PA Crimes Code.

AOPC 4t2A.. Rav 12121 Page2 of 4



JuL 3, 2024 12:45PM ~o. 6982 P. 3
POLICE CRIMINAL COMPI4JJl’r

is, C
Doc~t lMirn~er / Date Filed OTN/Live ~Ean Number Corn lain! Number incid&G~tirpber
~ —2 4O~2 7 O7!03i2G24 F101168S34 D39 9X5313 PA.2024.i851~6

First Middle (Last (4,Defendant Name DAGHAWN DALE DEPREE WATKINS a

The acts commilt~d by the accused am described below With eachAci of As~emblyor statuteaileGèdly violated1 if appropriate. Wl{er~h~?e)s
more than one ofense, each offense should be numbered chronologically 7€

Iracy Number of ViclimsA~e 80 or Older
lagos

Count Grade NCIC Offense Code UCRfNIBRS
1 M2 4804

erstatelndicator Safety Zone Work Zone
NO NC NO

Acts olDie accused as~ocjn1ed with thiQ Oflonas:
IN THAT, on or aboutsald date, ThE DEFENDANT, exceptas authorized bylaw, did treat a corpse in a way that he knows would
outrage ordinary family sensibilities; TO WIT, THE DEFENbANT did remove the victim’s body from the.scene and did dismember
the victim’s body Via a cutting tool and did then dispose of the remains, in violation of SectIon 6510 of the PA Crimes Code.

k OK n a’D Attempt fl Soficilation 0 ConspIracy Number ot Victims Age 60 or OldQrflG one 0 5 18902A 18903
Lead? Otfense # Isection Subsection PA Statute riue, Count Grade NCIC Offense Code UCR/NIBR$
No 4 14910 1 18 1 rQl2 4504
~ Interstate ~ndloator Safety Zone Work Zone

~t-~’(Wd~pftØ8Ib~ 1~r~wthërj NO NO NO
Statute Deacripiton (Include the name ohialute or ordinanc?):
TAMPER WITHIFABRICATE PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
Acts citha ?ccusod asthcialed with this O1~nse;
IN THAT, on or about said date, THE DEFENDANT believing that an official proceeding or Investigation is pending or aboUt to be
instituted, cUd alter, destroy, conceaL or remove any record, document or thing with the intent to impair Its verity or availability in
such proceedln9 or Investigation, TOWIT; ThE DEFENDANT did remove the Victim’s body and belongings from the scene of a
homicide and did diernemberthe victim’s body and concealed the body and belongings - all in violation of Section 4910(1)01 the
PA Crimes Code,

Inchoate Offense 1° AttemptIBSOIA
Lead? I Olfense U I Section
NO Ia

ABUSE OF CORPSE

Statdile (Tilie)

AOPC4~2A-Rev. 12121 Pages of ~



No. 69&2 P., 4Jul. 3.2024 12:45PM
POLICE CRIMINAL COW

Dp9~~ g I Data Filed OTN/Live Scan Number I ComnlalntNumber Iricrdent Number
~ 0710312024 I D3sE9xB313 PA2024-835276

‘ I Defendant~ ftst Name I Middle Name Last Name
~ Defendant Name DASHAWN I DALE DEPREE WATKINS

2. I ask that a warrant of arrest or a summonebe issued and Lhat the defendant be required to. answer the charge~ I have made. ‘4
3. I veri~’ th~t the Facts set faith in this complaintare true•and correcito the beet of my’kriowiedge or Information and belief. This verification

is made subject to the penalties olsection 4904 of the Crimea Code (16 Pa.C.S.~4904) relating to unsworn Falsificaflon to authorities.

4. This complaint consists of the’precedlng page(s) numbered I through 4

5. I cerU~’ that this filing complios with the provIsions of the Case Records Public Access Policy of tire Unill~d Jio’Iclol System of
Ponnsylvaoia (hal require filing conFidentIal Informafton and documenis differently than non-confidential inrotmaflon and documenl&

The acts tommitted by the accused, as listed and heróaftec were agalnstthe peace and dignity alibi CommonwealthoF Pennsylvania and
were coniraryto the Act(s) of the Assembly or in violation of the statute cited.

(Before a warrant of arrest can be issued, an affidavit of probable cause must be completedbsworn to before the issuing authorft~ç
and attached.)

_crY 4 ~
(1~ate) ~o-ArV’a.a~

AND NOW, on this date, ,) I certify that the complaint has been properly completed and vorified.
An affidavit of probable cause must be com~Meted bekwe s~arat1( cp1~e issued. / )

(Magisterial District Court Number) (Issuing ority)

AOPC 412A - Rev. 12/21 Page4 of 4



AFPWAVIT of PRQBABLE CAUSE
Your Affiants,are Members of the Pennsylvania State Polices Troop D Criminal Investigation Unit, Mercer
Station.

On 0812612024 at approximately 1431 hours, Sharon Police Department responded to 343 Cedar Avenue for the
report of a missing Juvenile. The juvenile’s father reported that his son (here after referred to as
victim), l4yoa, was miesing€ the father advised that he and his youngerson had left his residence on
08(2212024to ylstta family member and stay in.Greenvilie, PA br eeverai days. He advised that he last
spoke with the victim on 0612212024 in the evening by phone. He related that the vidtim told him that he was
going to spend the night at a friend’s residence, however, the identity of the friend he was going to stay
with is unknown, The rather advised that he haG not been able to reach his son by phone since then. Ha
advised that no other famiiy members or friends have had any contactwlth the victim since the early morning
hours of 0612312024. The father advised thathis son has never done anything like this before and that this
isveTy abnormal.

On 061fl12024, a known Juvenile friend of the victim was Interviewed. She advised that the victim was at her
residence on 06122(2024 until around 2100 or 2130 hours. She related that the victim left to walk home to
his residence. She advised that around 0230 hours on 0612312024, the victim posted an image on Snapchat of a
dark roadway and made a statement indicating that he was out for a late-ntghtwaik to clear his mind, She
related that she had sent the victim a message to see lihe was ok. She related that ha responded once to
her Indicating that he was ok but had not responded to her any further after she tried to have more
conversations with him. She advised thatshu had boon unable to roach him since that time.

As of 0710112024, to viable loads have been established to date which would indicate anyone has ~een or had
‘any contact with the victim since fhe eariy morning hours ci 06(2312024. No celiuiar activity has bapn
observed transmitting from the victirn’e cellular account either.

I, TPR, TYLER CRAIG BEING DULY SWORN ACCORDINGTO THE LAW, DEPOSE AND SAYTI-IAT THE
FACTS SET FORTH IN THE FOREGOING AFFIDAVfl’ARE TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE,
INFORMATION AND BELWF.

I CERTiFY THAT THIS FILING COMPLIES WITH THE PROVISIONS OF- THE CASE RECORDS PUBLIC ACCESS POL1CYOF
THE UNIFIED .JUDICIAL SYSTEM OF PENNSYLVANIA THAT REQUIRE FILING CONFIDENTIAL1NPORMATiON AND
DOCUMENTS DIFFERENTLY THAN NON-QONF1DENT1AL.INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS.

-~T lgfl~Affiant)
v6— /flQ4e’s’%’AF7

Sworn tc~meend subscribed bole me (hIs 3,~ a y of

Date / J~ -e.~--.. .. . Magisterial District Judge -

My commission expires -tirsi Monday of January,

S

JqI. 3. 2024 12:45PM

Date Filed
07J0312 024

No. 6982 P. 5

POLICE cRIMIr’4AL~,PLAINT

DASHAWN DALE DEPREE

AOPC41IC-Rev. 12/21 .Page~ ci 4



POLICE~
AFFIDAVIT cONTwkJi~qpp PAGEd’~

nt Number Inoldeni
O3S~SX531Z PA 2024835276

Last
WAtKINS

Location data obtained from the victim’s cellular provider indicates that he majl have left the area of hffi
residence at 343 CedarAvenue and traveled in the direcUort of gudd-S(reet and Sr 42 in the city of Sharon
between 0300 and 0340 hours (EST)on 06123(2024. Data obtained from the victim’s cellular provider indicates
that his cellular phone has been off since the early morning hours of 0612312924 at approximately 0340 hours.
Video footage was obtained from a buelness andreSidence near this location depicted a person consistent in
clothing and physical description as the victim traveling on foot south on Dock-Street and then West on Eudd
Street. Thu person observed walking In this video appears to be utilizing a cell phone which is observed in
his hand as the screen is observed to be on. This subject is walking slowiy and pausing frequently which
seems to be consistent with waiting for someone or attempting to meet up with someone. No other persons have
been observed on fQot in the area during this- time period. The victim Is observed to remain in the area of
the canoe launch near Budd Street and SR 82 for a period of time. The last known location of the victim’s
cellular device appears to be in thisarea ataround 0340 hours on 0612312024. FamIly members reportthat
the victim utilizes his cell phone on a consistent basis and uses SnEpchat in addition to traditionsi
callltext to communicate; To-date, the victim’s celiularphone has not been located.

On 0612512024, Hermitage Police Department was dispatched to respond to the area of Shenango Lake in Clark
Borough, Mercer County, Dismembered human remains were recovered in and partially in ti-is water. Over the
next week, various dismembered human remains have bean recovered in the area surrounding Shenango Lake at
various-remote locations. Evaluation and analysb of the human remains by the Mercer County Coroner have
confirthed the remains to be (liatof the victith. Evaluation by a forensic pathologist indicates that the
victim was dismembered by some type of cutting instrument Upon completion of the autopsy of seversi of the
recovered remains, the Coroners Office has ruled the cause of death to be-sharp forte trauma to the head and
the manner of death is homicide.

Phone records and video survelilancefrovn local businesses and residences show the victim traveling to the
area of the canoe iaunch located along the-Shenango River under the Sudd Street overpass in the early morning
hours of 06i2~I2024 just before the victim’s phone stops communicating with cellular towers indicating It Is
either shut off ot destroyed. Numerous video surveiliancie systems from nearby locations were used to trace
(he movement of a vehicle during this same time period which enters Into and the exits the canoe launch
around the time the victim’s phone last communicated with cellular towers In this atea. It was found that
the aforementioned vehicle traveled from the Riverwalk Apartment Complex onto Sterling Avenue and then turned
east on Rudd Sliest The vehicie then travels across (he bridge on Budd Street and turns left into the canoe
launch area. Shortly afterwards~ this vuhiclo is observed on video footage to be coming out of (ho canoe
area, Iraveling west on Rudd Street, then north -on Sterling Avenue before turning into the Riverwalk
Apartment Complex Duliding A located at 335 Sterling Avenue. Shar6n, PA. Video evidence indicates that after
the vehicie leaves the canoe launch; the victim is not observed leavin9 the area.

Videosurveiilance I~otage was recovered from the interior enfranceways/haliwaysof building A of the
Riveiwalk-Apartmnent forUm early morning hours of 0612312024. A light skinned black male (later idantifled
as DaShawn WATKINS) was observedcarrylng a large duilLe bag which appears to be empty out of the apartment
just prior to the time of the victim’s last known phone and-video activity. This is gonsistent with the
vehicle leaving the parking lot and (raveling to the canoe-launch ares. Of note, the video evidence
Indloatesthat WATKINS took this clOthe bag with him to make Initial contact with the Victim on 06123124.
WATKINS is then observed returning approximately twenty to twenty4lvanilnutes later again carrying the
duffle bag which-Is apparently heavy and awkward’ again consIstent in timelimie with the vehicle returning to
the Riverwàlk parking tot from the canoe launch area. WATKINS Is observed carrying this bag Into the first
floorof the apartmentbuiiding on the security camera footage. WATKINS-was observed placing thu dufhle-baU
on the floor just Inside the main fire door of tIle hallway and then again placJng It on the floor just -

outside of apartment #111 as he struggled to-carry It. WATKINS Is observed opening the door ~çid carrying the
bag Into apartment #111, What appears to be blood in the video footage is observed on the floor in the aioa

AOPC4IIC-Rev. 12)21
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AFFIDAVIT of PROBABL5 CAUSE CONTINUATION

At&’XA-j’ ~/p)r7



Dock~l Number — - Date Filed OTNILIVe Semi Number Complaint Number
Ct’ Sjo_ 07103(2024 P10056634 D3829X6313

First JMlddle Lest
Detendant Mania DASKAWN I DALE DEPREE WATKINS

AFFIDAVIT of PROBABLE CAUSE CONTINUATION
where WATKINS placed the large dome bag In the hallway. WATK1NSIs observed returning shortly after to
these locations In the hallway, at one pointwearlñg dirferent clothing, carrying a cloth used for cleaning
efforts. WATKINS Is observed attempting to clean the areas of suspected blood along his entry route.

The interior video from Riverwalk also deploti WATKINS then leaving and returning tothe complex on 06123124
carryIng a shopping bag. Later, In the early hours of 06/24124 , WATKINS is obsorvedlo make multiple Lrlpw
out of the apartmentcompiex carrying multipiebags and garbage bags.

Troopers responded to this area of the complex upon observing this footage and secured the
entrancewaylhaitway and exterior of apartment #111. itwas observed that there was what appears to be blood
staining in locations where WATKINS placed the duftie bag on the floor. An occupant of the apartment was
contacted arid advised that this apartment Is rented!occupled by DaShawn WATKINS and this Indivi4ual had Just
recently movedin with WATKINS. WATKINS was identifl9d via rental records at the apartment as Well to be the
tenant WATKINS’s appearance and description is consistent wIth the male observed in the video footage from
Riverwalk Apartment bringing the large bag in, engaging In cleaning efforts, coming in with a shopping bag,
and leaving with multiple bags.

On 07102/2024 at approximately 1305 hours, WATKINS returned to lila residence at 275 SterlingAvenue and was
detained by officers at the scene. Upon taking WATKINS into custody, a large cut was observed on WATKINS
iefthand that had bean treated with stitches and appeared to be healing at this time.

On 07102124 at approximately 1930 hours, WATKINS was interviewed in the Sharon Pollee IntervIew Room. He
Identified that he lived at 335 Starting Ave. All 1, Sharon PA 1614& WA7KINS related that recently,. on a
weekend, lie had used the erindr App to arrange a meet up with an individual. This was to have been the only
recent Grindr moot This Individual was to be previously unknown to WATKiNS and was described to match the
likeness of the victim. WATKINS advised that he had sexual contact withthis male at a iDcaUon oft E
Broadway Avenue. The male was to have Walked to this location while WATKINS had drlven.When asked ifhe may
have met the individual at the canoe launch, WATKINS denied stopping In this area. He then advised that he
may have stopped In the area of the bridge to coordinate his meet up but denied pulling itità the canoe area.
He later advised that it was possIble that his vehicle pulled into the canoe launch but advised that his
memory was poor, and he had issues with it, WATKINS advIsed that rollowing his meeting of this male, he had
returned to his residence, WATKINS denied that the male ever came with hIm backto the apartment. He.
advIsed that he had taken a large rolling luggage bag inside his apartment that was to have been left In the
vehicle from a vacation from approximately a month ago. He claimed the bag was lIght and that he carried it
instead of rolling it,
WATKINS advised that hecut his hand on a piece of sheet metal while searching for reptiles. ThIs was round
to be in conflict with the information that ho provided to another known source as to the-orIgin of the
Injury to his hand, WATKINS-advIsed that ha had gone to hospital to receive stitches for his hand after his
Grindr meetup as the cut continued to open up from this described incldentwllh the sheet metal, it was
observed that WATRINS’s hand had two cuts that had receIved stitches.

On 07102/24 a search warrants were executed on 335 Sterljnn Ave. Apt Alli (the resIdence of WATKINS) as wall
as the Riverwaik A Building common areas. Positive prelIminary teats for blood were discovered in the
hallway leading to WATKINS’s apartment In the area where video depicts WATSON setting down the large luggage
bag after returning from the canoe launch, InsIde of the apartment, there were positive preliminary tests
br blood at multiple locations Including in the bathroom as well as underneath the bathroom flooring, A.
reoeiptfrom 0s123!24 was round to indicate the purchase of a sawb A sawwith e*changeabie blades, which was
ccnsistentwith lIsted saw on the receipt, was recovered at the scene. One of the exchangeable blades for
this saw was missing. ‘

Jul. 3.2024 12:46PM
Sc*st POLICE CFI~tC241l~PLAINT

AFFIDAVIT OONT1N64bN7AGE
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lncidbnt Number
PA 2024

AOPO41IC-Rev. 12/21
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Jul.. 3. 2024 12:47PM
POLICE

AFFIPAVIT CONTINUA

Dqi~ke Numb;r bate Filed OTN/Uve Scan Number Complaint Number
C/S - 330W et 0710312024 P10066834 D3BESXSSI3

First Middle Last
Defendant Name DASHAWN DALE DEPREE WATKINS

AFFIDAVIT of PROBABLE CAUSE CONTINUATION
It Is respectfully requested that WATKINS be made to answer to the chsrge~ brought againBt him.

PLAINT


